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Minutes(Approved) – April 10, 2020 

 

1. (AI)1Call meeting to order.  (Schneider) 

 

(AD)2At 10:00 a.m., April 10, 2020, the Special Meeting of the Board of Emergency Service 

Commissioners of Burnet County Emergency Services District #2 was called to order in the 

Cassie Volunteer Fire Department Conference Room, 3900 RR 690, Burnet, Texas 78611.  

Notice of this meeting (Enclosure 1) had been previously posted at the Burnet County 

Courthouse and the Cassie Community Center in compliance with the provisions of Chapter 

551, Texas Government Code.  Additionally,  due to a State of Emergency and/or Local 

Disaster caused by COVID-19 pandemic, the Board of Commissioners of Burnet County 

Emergency Service District #2 held its meeting in Accordance with Section 418.016 of the 

Texas Government Code; Governor Abbott suspended various provisions of the Texas Open 

Meeting Act requiring Officials and members of the public to be physically present at a  

specified meeting location (the “Proclamation”). In accordance with the Proclamation, the 

District implemented procedures to allow members of the public to participate and address 

the Board of Commissioners during the Telephone/Video Conference and via Facebook Live. 

 

2. (AI) Establish a quorum.  (Schneider) 

 

(AD) Board member in attendance were: 

Ben Schneider 

Dick Bremer 

Robbie Cheatham 

 

Board member attending by Video Conference: 

Sharon Barclay 

 

Commissioner Schneider confirmed a quorum was present 

 

 

 
1 AI – Agenda Item 
2 AD – Action and/or Discussion by BCESD-2Commissioners 
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3. (AI) Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

(AD) The quorum having been established, the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States was 

rendered with appropriate honors 

 

4. (AI) Invocation.   

 

(AD) The Invocation was offered by Commissioner Bremer 

 

5. (AI) Welcome telephone/videoconferencing guests.  

 

(AD) Commissioner Schneider welcomed attending guests who included: 

CVFD Fire Chief Derrick Curtis 

CVFD EMS Lieutenant Laura Schneider 

Judge Roxanne Nelson 

Donna Kiley 

 

Videoconferencing guest: 

Ed Schaefer 

 

6. (AI) Swearing in ceremony of newest ESD #2 Board member.   

 

(AD) Judge Roxanne Nelson performed the Oath of Office to Donna Kiley for Burnet County 

Emergency Service District #2 Commissioner. (Enclosure 2) 

 

Commissioner Kiley was welcomed and took her seat on the Board.  

 

7. (AI) Comments from the Board and Public not scheduled on the agenda may speak, 

however no action can be taken on these items and the Board will not debate the 

comments at this meeting. Comments regarding specific agenda items should occur 

when the item is called. 

 

(AD) No comments were offered. 
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8.  (AI) Discussion and appointment of newest Commissioners to vacant Vice President and 

Assistant Treasurer Board positions  

 

(AD) Commissioner Schneider discussed the vacant Board positions.  Commissioner Kiley 

expressed interest in the vacant Assistant Treasurer position.  Commissioner Bremer made the 

motion to appoint Commissioner Kiley as the Assistant Treasurer; the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Schneider then discussed the vacant Vice President position and Commissioner 

Cheatham expressed interest in the position.  Commissioner Bremer made the motion to appoint 

Commissioner Cheatham as the Vice President; the motion passed unanimously.  

. 

9. (AI) Accept minutes from February 27, 2020 meeting.   

 

(AD) Commissioner Schneider called for comments or corrections from the Board regarding 

the minutes from the February 27, 2020 BCESD#2 meeting.  With no additional changes, 

Commissioner Schneider accepted the minutes as presented. 

10. (AI) Report from the Cassie VFD Chief 

Number and types of calls 

Training activity 

Other department activities 

 

(AD) Chief Curtis presented the Incident Statistics for March 2020 (Enclosure 3).  Chief 

Curtis reported that there was one in-district structure fire that resulted in a 40% loss; this 

incident also resulted in Mutual Aid of other departments. Commissioner Schneider reviewed 

the importance of the Incident Statistics in Fire Department ratings. 

 

Chief Curtis reported that changes to responding to medical incidents from COVID 

precautions include reducing to only Emergency Medical Responders wearing PPE for all 

calls and full covering when Respiratory or Infection suspicious.  CVFD is currently stocked 

with adequate PPE and is working with Jim Barho, Burnet County Office of Emergency 

Management for planning and needs. 

 

One firefighter resigned due to moving out of district. 

 

Maintenance and warranty work have been performed on various pieces of equipment.  

 

 

11.  Discussion and/or action regarding Sales Tax presentation to Buena Vista POA 

 meeting.  

 

(AD) Chief Curtis reported that he presented information on the Sales Tax proposed election 

to the general meeting of the Buena Vista POA.  In addition to his presentation, several 

CVFD Firefighters attended and spoke with approximately 30-40 residents.  Support and 
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verbal commitment to vote for the initiative was overwhelming.  Most questions surrounded 

donations and homeowner insurance.   

 

Chief Curtis reported while there is the Stay in Place order, that there are no further public 

plans for presentations. There are plans to have an Open House for CVFD, probably in 

October. There was discussion concerning the timeline and ensuring that information passed 

after the filing deadline is only directed to facts surrounding the initiative. 

 

Chief Curtis stated that CVFD has applied for a grant from Firehouse Sub to be allocated for 

an ATV; increasingly CVFD is responding to incidents where vehicles are not accessible.  

 

12.  (AI) Cassie VFD Financial Report 

 

(AD) Lt. Schneider provided the Board a summary of the CVFD Financial Report (Enclosure 

4) as of February 29, 2020, CVFD had a balance of $73,631.19 in Checking/Savings. 

Expenses for February was $20,537.85.  Total expenses for October2019 – January 2020 

was $90,701.88.  Lt. Schneider explained Profit & Loss by Class for further clarification of 

receiving and distributing of funds. 

 

13. (AI) Approve Capital Expenditure, if appropriate 

 

(AD) Chief Curtis presented information regarding a previously approved Capital 

Expenditure; Toro Commercial Riding Lawnmower.  Total amount requested is $8000.  The 

purchase is being made through a State contract. (Enclosure 5) The used lawnmower that is 

currently in use will be sold via open bidding. 

 

14. (AI) Treasurer Report for ESD #2 

 

(AD) Commissioner Bremer reported the balance in the ESD accounts on February 29, 2020 

of $350,215.97, comprised of CD#33086 in the amount of $154,797.38 and FSB Checking in 

the amount of $195,418.59. Total income for the period was $29,353.90 and expenses of 

$2424.66; for an operating gain of $26.929.24.   (Enclosure 6).  

 

Commissioner Schneider asked for any additional questions; the report was accepted as 

presented. 

 

15. (AI) Discussion and/or action concerning the disbursement of ESD #2 funds 

 

(AD) Commissioner Bremer reported that he had written the check for the approved Capital 

Expenditure and Legal expenses.  Also, he has the information to provide reimbursement for 

the SAFE-D Conference expenditures.  
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16. (AI) Review and approve ESD#2 Goods-in-Transit policy.  

 

(AD) Commissioner Schneider explained the Goods-in-Transit policy; on annual review it 

has continued to be found that there is no warehouse that meets the criteria for Goods-in-

Transit in ESD#2.  Commissioner Schneider stated that he would provide the information to 

Commissioner Barclay to place on file. 
 

17. (AI) Review and approve ESD#2 Investment policy.  

 

(AD) Commissioner Schneider explained the ESD#2 Investment Policy; he explained that 

currently ESD#2 only has a Checking Account with First State Bank Burnet and has a 

Certificate of Deposit.  Commissioner Schneider stated that he would provide the 

information to Commissioner Barclay to place on file. 

 

 

18. (AI) Follow-up on the pending receipt of 1295 contract renewal numbers. 

A. Taber & Burnett – ESD #2 Audit – 2019/2020-002  

B. Taber & Burnett – CVFD – 2019/2020-003  

C. Texas Mutual Ins. – Workers Compensation-2019/2020-004  

D. VFIS of Texas Ins. – Liability-2019/2020-005  

E. CVFD – Returned and complete.  

 

(AD) Commissioner Schneider reviewed HB1295 that relates to Local Government contracts.  

Contracts that ESD#2 currently hold are logged at the State Comptroller’s Office.  ESD#2 

has five contracts; we are awaiting feedback from 4 of the 5 vendors for complete contracts; 

CVFD has completed the contract.  Commissioner Barclay will follow-up with Mr. Schaefer 

regarding procedure and access for these contracts and report back to the Board. 

 

19. (AI) Update ESD pre-filing tax election activities. (L. Schneider & B. Schneider)  

A. Contact Burnet County election administrator.  

B. Identify total election filing expense.  

C. Secure ballot proposition verbiage to be used.  

D. Amend ESD#2 budget to reflect total election expense.  

E. Develop Sales Tax mailer and present to CVFD and ESD#2.  

F. Develop sales tax ballot proposition language and present to CVFD and ESD#2.  

 

(AD) A. Commissioner Schneider reviewed and presented information that was obtained by 

Laura Schneider from the Burnet County Elections Officer – Doug Ferguson.   

B. Commissioner Schneider provided the email feedback regarding cost to file - $1000.  

Additionally, there are 654 registered voters in ESD#2.  (Enclosure 7) 

C.  Commissioner Schneider stated that the example given was from ESD #5 pending 

election; feedback regarding the verbiage to be used was given; there is no set verbiage, but 

an example was given.  All were in agreement that the verbiage needs to be clear and 

concise. (Enclosure 8) 
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D. Costs associated with the Tax Election were discussed; specific amounts related to 

mailers and postage was discussed.  Commissioner Bremer stated that he would calculate 

approximate costs and examine the budget to determine areas to realign expenses and 

present at the April 23 meeting. (Enclosure 9) 

E. The mailers were discussed; the example given (Enclosure 10) was reviewed with the 

CVFD membership.  It was discussed that the mailer needs to be dated.  Consensus was that 

the ESD should present a “Yes” mailer prior to the actual filing date and then another post 

card type mailer in October. There was much discussion surrounding making the envelope 

attractive to catch people’s attention.  

F. Commissioner Schneider again presented information regarding verbiage for the ballot; 

as the topic had been covered earlier (AD 19-C), all agreed that concise language and 

appropriate voter education was going to be necessary.  There was no dissenting discussion. 

 

20. (AI) A new contract is required by First State Bank of Burnet for our Checking 

Account and our Certificate of Deposit. (Schneider)  

A. A new board resolution stating board has approved that all board members 

appearing by name and position will be approved and authorized to sign any legal 

banking document.  

B. The resolution must appear in the ESD#2 meeting minutes and accompany the 

minutes when presented to First State Bank of Burnet.  

 

(AD) Commissioner Schneider presented a resolution to present to First State Bank of Burnet 

(Enclosure 11) regarding authorized signatories to the account.  There were no comments 

regarding the resolution. 

 

21. (AI) A new contract for credit card service with Chase Bank will need to be re-

established. What will be required to complete this activity?  

 

(AI) Commissioner Bremer stated that he currently is not able to reestablish this contract due 

to Chase Bank having limited services available.  He will follow-up as restrictions related 

COVID-19 are removed.  

 

22. (AI) Have recent SAFE-D Conference attendees completed and filed expense 

statements?  

 

(AD) Commissioner Bremer affirmed that he has received expense statements related to the 

SAFE-D Conference.   

 

23. (AI) Calendar of Events for April 2020.  

A. SAFE-D membership fees are due.  

 

(AD) There was discussion concerning the role of SAFE-D in training and keeping ESD’s 

up-to-date on legislation and changes.  Commissioner Schneider stated that ESD#2 

membership fees are due. 
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B. Is a tax planning special meeting required? 

 

(AD) There was discussion on the necessity of a Special Meeting for Tax Election planning 

and the consensus was that there was no need. 

 

24. (AI) Next meeting: 10:00 AM Thursday, April 23, 2020 at Cassie VFD. 

 

 

25. Adjourn 

 

(AD) With no additional business attending, the BCESD#2 April 10, 2020 meeting was 

adjourned at 11:46 a.m. by Commissioner Schneider. 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 
Sharon K. Barclay     Benjamin H. Schneider   

Secretary       President 

Emergency Service District 2    Emergency Service District 2   

Burnet County      Burnet County  

April 10, 2020      April 10, 2020 
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Donna Kiley Oath of Office to go here 
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